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FIRE-FESTIVALS IN OTHER LANDS       CHAP, vi

craft, as a great part of mankind has believed, is the fertile
source of almost all the calamities that afflict our species, and
if the surest means of frustrating witchcraft is fire, then it
follows as clearly as day follows night that to jump over a
fire must be a sovereign panacea for practically all the ills that
flesh is heir to. We can now, perhaps, fully understand why
festivals of fire played so prominent a part in the religion
or superstition of our heathen forefathers ; the observance of
such festivals flowed directly from their overmastering fear
of witchcraft and from their theory as to the best way of
combating that dreadful evil.

tion of Kings', ii. 52 sqq.^ 127; The
Scapegoat^ pp. 157 sqq. Compare
R, Kiihnau, Schlesische Sagen (Berlin,
1910-1913), iii. p. 69, No. 1428:
"In the county of Glatz the people
believe that on Walpurgis Night
(the Eve of May Day) the witches
under cover of the darkness seek to
harm men in all sorts of ways. To
guard themselves against them the
people set small birch trees in front
of the house-door on the previous day,
and are of opinion that the witches
must count all the leaves on these
little trees before they can get into
the house. While they are still at
this laborious task, the day dawns and
the dreaded guests must retire to their
own realm" ; z#.,.iii. p. 39, No. 1394:
"On St. John's Night (between the

23rd and 24th of June) the witches again
busily bestir themselves to force their
way into the houses of men and the
stalls of cattle. People stick small
twigs of oak in the windows and doors
of the houses and cattle-stalls to keep
out the witches. This is done in the
neighbourhood of Patschkau and gener-
ally in the districts of Frankenstein,
Miinsterberg, Grottkau, and Neisse. In
the same regions they hang garlands,
composed of oak leaves intertwined with
flowers, at the windows. The garland
must be woven in the house itself and
may not be carried over any threshold ;
it must be hung out of the window
on a nail, which is inserted there."
Similar evidence might be multiplied
almost indefinitely,